
Time to design – new talent award 2009

From Asia and South Europe to Denmark: The 
winner-duo of Time to design 2009 experiments 
with a new approach to interior design 

Friday August 28, 2009 the Danish Minister of Culture Carina 
Christensen presented the Time to design – new talent award 
2009 at the National Workshops for Arts and Crafts. The jury 
selected two talented young designers; Hunn Wai and Fran-
cesca  Lanzavecchia, as winners of the talent award from a 
stack of applications from more than 35 different countries all 
over the world. With national backgrounds from Singapore and 
Italy respectively, the two will meet in Scandinavian to take 
on the challenging task: their winning project “SPAZIALE SE-
RIES: New expressions of skin and structure”.

The Danish minister of Culture Carina chris-
tensen about time to design

”Time to design is more than the actual award of DKK 50.000 
- it is in fact a unique opportunity offering the possibility for 
designers from all over the world to come to Denmark and 
use the fabulous facilities at the National Workshops for Arts 
and Crafts for new design projects. With that Time to design 
contributes to emphasize Denmark’s position as a design na-
tion reaching further than own boundaries. It will be exiting to 
watch this year’s winner project as well as the future develop-
ment of the award.”

the winner project

Wai & Lanzavecchia will embark on a project that is based 
on voids, skin and structure. Taking inspiration from fashion, 
architecture and human behaviours, they will amalgamate 
those inputs, according to their vision, into a new breed of in-
terior objects that will question our perception on the rituals of 
possessions storage and ecology-awareness within furniture 
manufacture, distribution and construction.

The designer-duo will work with flexibility and susceptibility in 
different types of materials. The key is the potential changes; 
the mean is the mystery emerged out of the imagination of 
what is hiding behind the wrapped items. By adding the con-
cept to a series of products the duo will let new possibilities 
and perspectives grow in relation to the function of furniture, 
aesthetic, interaction and purpose. 

Wai & Lanzavecchia began the cooperation at the Design 
Academy Eindhoven, where both studied IM Master (Interior  

/ Industrial / Identity Design) under the management of Gijs 
Bakker, co-founder of Droog Design.

Abstract of the jury’s statement

“Wai & Lanzavecchia has been granted winners of Time to 
design – new talent award 2009 because their project and 
professional approach to design show that design projects to 
them is a research journey demanding the use of important 
disciplines and professional competences which characterize 
good designers. At the same time Wai & Lanzavecchia are re-
searchers, engineers, craftsmen and designers. They need full 
control making the detour to the good design project worth 
the effort.”

The winner project in 2009 is selected by a professional de-
sign jury consisting of the three designers Mathilde Aggebo, 
Dorte Østergaard Jakobsen and Thomas Bentzen as well as 
Frederik Hardvendel (Director, National Workshops), Ida Marie 
Nissen (architect and co-founder of Link UP) and Poul Mad-
sen (CEO, Normann Copenhagen).

Unique platform for the design talent

Time to design was established in 2008 and is an international 
design award with focus on the needs of young design tal-
ents in the beginning of their career. The award has been esta
blished based on the idea of creating a unique platform for 
young design talents within the design industry – a platform 
that can contribute to the winner’s future professional career. 
The winner is granted with three months residency at the Na-
tional Workshops for Arts and Crafts, 50.000 DKK donated 
by the Cultural Ministry and two weeks exhibition in Normann 
Copenhagen Flagship Store. This year the winners will also 
get career coaching by the company Missing Ink.

Read more about the award and download press material at 
www.timetodesign.eu

For further information about Time 
to design – new talent award please contact
Frederik Hardvendel, Director, or
Ida Sofie Minke Anderson, PR Assistant, both National 
Workshops for Arts and Crafts
Phone: +45 32 96 05 10 or +45 20 62 15 45
Email: timetodesign@svkh.dk

Press release August 28 2009

Time to design – new talent award 2009

Juryen har udvalgt to unge talentfulde designere - Hunn Wai 
og Francesca Lanzavecchia - som vindere af Time to design – 
new talent award 2009. Med nationale baggrunde fra henholds-
vis Asien og Sydeuropa mødes de to nu i Skandinavien for at 
give sig i kast med en krævende opgave: deres vinderprojekt 
“SPAZIALE SERIES: New expressions of skin and structure”.

’Voids, skin, structure’, eller hulrum, hud, struktur er de tre 
stik ord, der startede det koncept, som ligger bag projektet. 
De­signerduen­vil­arbejde­med­fleksibilitet­og­påvirkelighed­ift.­
til brug af tekstiler og andre materialer i interiør. Det essen tielle 
er de potentielle forandringer, og deres virkemidler er my stik-
ken­ved­det­ tilhyllede,­der­kalder­på­fantasien­om,­hvad­der­
gemmer sig bag. Ved at tilføje dette koncept til interiørpro duk-
ter lader de nye muligheder og perspektiver vokse frem i for-
hold til funktion, æstetik, interaktion og mening.

Deres­ ide­ er­ at­ skabe­ fleksible­ enheder­ uden­bestemt­ form­
–­at­kreere­ukendte­hulrum,­som­bliver­aktiveret,­når­bruger-
en interagerer med produktet. En interaktion som skaber et 
intimt forhold mellem produkt og person. Serien er designet 
med­ tanke­på­mobilitet­ og­muligheden­ for­ at­ folde­ produk-
terne­sammen­og­transportere­dem.­Fokus­er­desuden­på­at­
skæ­re­brugen­af­ressourcer­ned,­så­serien­bliver­bæredygtig­
ift.  anvendelse af materialer.

Designerduoen Wai og Lanzavecchia er født i henholdvis Sin-
gapore­ og­ Italien­ og­ mødte­ hinanden­ på­ Design­ Academy­
E ind hoven, hvor de begge har taget en master i Interior, In-
dustrial & Identity Design. Her har de gennemført en række 

spændende, teknisk krævende og formmæssigt udfordrende, 
in­novative­projekter.­Sammen­har­de­været­igennem­den­’hår­
de skole’ – den, der lærer dem, at der ikke er nogen nem vej 
til den gode løsning. 

Wai Og Lanzavecchia er blevet udpeget som vindere af Time 
to   design – new talent award 2009, fordi deres projekt og 
deres faglighed viser, at designprojektet for dem er en ekspe-
dition, der kræver, at man kan samle nogle vigtige discipliner 
i den universelle faglighed, som kendetegner dygtige desig-
nere.­Wai­og­Lanzavecchia­er­på­en­og­samme­tid­ forskere, 
ingeniører, håndværkere og formgivere. De har nemlig brug for 
at være det hele, for at ’omvejen’ til det gode designprojekt 
også­bliver­besværet­værd.

Juryen har ikke været i tvivl om, at de med valget har fun-
det to ihærdige og engagerede designere, der vil kunne føre 
det vidt under de rigtige omstændigheder. Det er det, de nu 
forhåbentligt­ får­med­ et­ intensivt­ arbejdsophold­ på­ Statens­
Værksteder­ for­Kunst­ og­Håndværk,­ efterfølgende­ udstilling­
hos­Normann­Copenhagen­og­karriererådgivning­ved­firmaet­
Missing Ink.

Time to design juryen bestod i 2009 af de tre fagdommere, de-
signerne Thomas Bentzen, Mathilde Aggebo og Dorte Øster-
gaard Jakobsen, foruden repræsentanterne fra samarbejd-
spartnerne; Frederik Hardvendel, direktør for Statens Værk-
steder­for­Kunst­og­Håndværk,­Poul­Madsen,­CEO,­Normann­
Copenhagen­ og­ Ida­ Marie­ Nissen,­ arkitekt/grafier­ og­ med-
stifter af Link UP - Unge arkitekter og designeres netværk.

JURYENS BEGRUNDELSE 
FOR VALGET AF VINDER


